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CREATING A FAMILY-FRIENDLY HOME |

family-friendly

Functionality, fashionand fun canall live under the one
roof inafabulous family home

WORDS Louise Heather

Great design for the whole family

Kitchens

Michael Kitchener from
Kitchener’s Kitchens tells
us about designingafamily-
friendly kitchen

Dependingonspace, it’s great to createaneat-in
area,suchasabreakfast bar overhangingan island
or peninsula. Traditionally, people want large
pantries (evenwalk-in) to cater for their families’
needs. These cancome downinsize withthe use
of drawers making the space more useable.

Dependingontheirage, thereare some
recommended dosanddon'ts,suchasdontdesign
amicrowave tobe sitting under the bench.

If the ovenisgoingunderthe bench (ratherthan
mountedinawallunit),selectan ovenwithachild
lock. Also choosean oventhatis either triple-or
quadruple-glazed —which means either three or
fourlayers of glass onthe door —tokeep theface
of the ovendoor cooltotouch.

Thereisalarge selection of child-proof locks for
cabinetdoorstoprevent toddlers fromaccessing
them.Keepinmind thatas your children grow up
youwillwant to easily deactivate theselocks —
some canbe builtinto the cabinetry, while others
arelateradditions.

Yes,youwillwant to go withadurable material.
Irecommendalways going with the look youare

THERE ISALARGE
SELECTION OF CHILD-
PROOF LOCKS FOR
CABINET DOORS TO
PREVENT TODDLERS FROM
ACCESSING THEM.

after,but that same look can beachievedwitha
variety of different materials at different budgets.
Polyurethane kitchens have asimilar paint to
whatisonyour car. It will easily scratch if you have
skateboard games being playedinyour kitchen.

Iwouldalso recommend using handlesas
opposedtoahandlelesslook,as kids with
grubby hands will pullonthe handlesand not
grabthedoors.

Space! Make sure thereis enough space for people
toworkaroundeachother. There should beatleast
one metre between countertops.

Havealookat different solutions, especially internal
storage solutions. Some simple inexpensive
options can make aworld of difference,suchasa
dividerinalarge drawer to separate your plasticlids
fromyourbases.

Akitchenwilllastfor15to20years,sokeepin
mind howyour family’s needs will change over the
yearstocome.



